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4 ORIGNTAI, ORDER OF HUMILITY. 

N o b f o ~ ~ ~ - r a . - - A r ethey properly attended with 

guides of the b t h e r h o o d ?  " '  

I. G.-They are, most noble Nomothete. 

N.-Admit them. 

[Three raps of gavel.] 
# * # # 

HEAD GUIDE -YOU are now within the sacred 

circle of the Oriental Order of Humility. 

ASSEMBLAGE-DO nought, either by word, thought 

or deed, that shall mar the harmony of this sacred 

circle. 

HEADGUIDE.- Oh, Royal Grand Nomothete, 

most regal head of this, our ancient Oriental Order 

of Humility, I, here in the presence of this, our most 

august assemblage of the faithful, present to you these 

candidates, who, having a n s ~ e r e d  all rhe questions 

propounded to them in a most satisfactary manfier, 

and who still declare they are willing and anxious to 

learn of the benevolence, humility and f r a t e d g  

emanating only from our most ancient, royal order, 

await further instructions. 

NOMOTHETE.--AT~YOU still willing to proceed1 

C ~ ~ D I D A T E S - W ~are. 



5 ORIENTAL ORDER OF HI'MILITY. 

Ass~ur:r.~c~.--We bear wltness. 

All arise and repeat- 

L T h e  I m d  is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to he down is green pasture\. He 

leadeth me beside sull ~ a t e r s  He restoreth my 

soql: He  leadeth me in the pathi of righteousness 

for Hls nanleshke. Yea, though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death. I will fear no evil: for 

Thou art with me; 'l'hy rod and Thy staff they com-

fort me." 

Head Guide leads candidates around the room 

during smging of opening ode, \+hid1 1s Swanee River, 

all stopping in front of Nomothete. 

Ass~,vltrAGF. . - -H~ fa~thful, be earnest, and d~sc  ard 

all fear, for here you will meet rlends and Ixothers. 

[One rap of gavel.] 
N o s r o r u e ~ ~ . - - M y  friends, it givei me pleasure to 

meet you, and to greet yon, in this our haven of rest, 

our qulet retreat from the noise and turm 111 of the 
busy and ever a c t ~ v e  world. Here you w d  fin 1 

friends, and after you are fully instructed In the 5~ -
lime and, at tlmec pathetic workings of o u ~  nl . 
ancient order, you will see none but I~rotherswho \ 111 

I 



g!ad!y welcome you. 

A s s e h ~ e ~ . ~ c e . - S omote it be. 

Noar - You see not nyw, owing to the blind which 

covers your eyes. This is emi)lematic of infant life, or 

the helplessness of any one individual, as ccmpared 

to the efforts of  many. After you have progressed a 

little further in f)ix order. you will l)e relieved of this 

burden. You nil1 now go with your worthy guides, 

vknowlng that all good n1em11t.r~ have traveled the 

same path, under the same conditions. [('andidates 

are  Iwre conducted tu the Royal Cliai~lain.] 
2 , 

Hr3:.ir) (;ur~)lc.--Most Royal C:hapla~n, by instruc-

tion of our ~nusr  Royal Grand Nomothete, I here 

present to ~ O L It h e e  candidates for furtherinsmction. 

( ' H A P I  A[ \  -My friends, 1 greet you and w ~ l ldo all 

in my p o ~ e r  to a d  you in this your  must Ikudable 

u n d e ~taklng I t  1s my duty and 1)rivllege to lead the 

thoughti o f  all to things ahove, and as a further 

instruc tlon to you I wlII now pronounce the benedic-

tion ot the Oriental Order ot Humility: 

LThree raps of gavrl.] 

* X C 



Oh trlruds and klretl~ren, liere are these, who In 

their sczlning h e l l i l c s ~ l ~ e s ~ ,  a ik  113 for orlr snt)port and 

brotherly love. I ,r t  11.; tl1t.11,0 In! Ilretliren, b y  our 

every nt.t. I no\\,. '!)ronollnc,c the I)enetliction of' the 

Oriental Ortlcr of 11a:t~ii i t \ .upon  you and w i h  you 

God sl)t.erl and  s : ~r ~ t . o ~ u l l ~ r t  i '011 will noiv go with 

your ivorthy guitic.  to f i l e  l i t~yal  ():ic-i~or, \vhu ~ 1 1 1  
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ofh is  faithful subjects who instantly fell upon their 

knees and a 3 s u m 4  the position of humil~ty, which 

position you will now be r e g i r e d  to assum:. 

fGuides instruct c a n d i d ~ t e s  h?w to assum : pojition 

of humility.] 

NOMOTHETE.-Royd Chaplam assisted by the as-

semblage wlll gtve these waiting candidates their last 

phrting admon~tion. 

[Three rgjs of ga~el.1 
X # + X 

T h e  ph~it ioh of humility w 1s 111 that t m e  and day 

the gknera mode of salutation fro n an inferlor to a 

~ p e r i o r .  Wnen Xzrxes h ~ d  come to where these 

faithful subject, were, bz~n,: touched with t h e ~ r  fidelity, 

he  commznded them to  u s e ,  wh~ch  :hey refuled to 

do until he h ld  pls3rtl l ' n ~ s  so impreised him that 

he asked the reason of their refusal. Wnereupon they 
ili'for'lhed h m  that t h q  IMo I&-j.to an o r d x  of vzry 

ancient date, wti~ch, ain XI: other things,reclu~rzd that 

the memb'ers shonld alway, aslu ne the poliuon of 

h h i l i t y  &en mzt by a sul):rior and retiin it until 

fhk sbperior had passed. Xrrxe-; was so pleaied by 

rd;'ics'$hr+ideh'tthzt he asked to becumc i rn.d)er of .... 
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their order. They informed him that he  must first 

assume the position of humility, which he did. The 
lesson we are to learn from this episode is that even 

they who occupy the most exalted positions, as well 

as those in the humbler walks of life, may profit by 

practicing humility. For it has been recorded that, 

trom that time on, the great Xerxes was lesq arrogant 

and noticably more affable. You will now arise and 

the guides will remove from your eyes the bandages. 

ASSF;).IRL~GE.--SY~ know your friends, andand 

from this time on work in unison with them. 

ROYALQ.-The removing of the bandages from 

your eyes is emblematic of the acquisition of wisdom. 

'fhc royal guides will now conduct you to the Royal 

Grand Nomothete for further instruction. [One rap 

ofgavel]  

ROY41, CUII)L--MOS~ Roval Grand Nomothete 

these candidates seek further instruction in the n~ys-

teries of our order. 

ROYALNOM-You have now passed the full circuit 

of our lodge room, and will soon be declared full 

members ofour Noble and Renevolent Ancient Order. 
4. 


It nbw becomes my duty to administer to you the 



oath of our sublime order: (Kiplit hands up.) Do you 

obligate yourselves to confo~m to all the rules and usa-

ges of our most mcient  and only real 1)enevolent order? 

Do vou obligate yourselves to do all in ylmr power to 

advance the interests of our order. to ' r twal  none 

of its. secrets, and to alwavs be arniahle and just to 

the outside world, and peaceful. kind nncl lov~ng ro 

all brothers, and to always o l~ey  all reaso~iahle corn-

msnds of the Royal Grand Nomothete? 

ANS. CANDIIIA.I'ES.--\V~do. 
, , 

Assr:~ii:r.,~c;r~.-We are the sole nn witnesses of this 

your oath. 

Noh{.-The guides will now conduct the c nndidates 

to the Royal Scriba who \vill 1)lace their names upon 

the sacred rolls, give them the grip, pass-word and 

mystic letters. I
1:. Scl.iI)a gives pa.;s-\vorJ, etc., and 

repeats: 

Laugh, and the world laughs with you; 

Weep, and you weep alone. 

For the sad old earth must borrow its ni~rth, 

Rut has trouble enough of its own, 

Sing and the hills will answer; 

Sigh, it is lost on t h e  air: 



Rut shrink from vn~cing care, 

l i e j o i ~ e ,  and men will .eek you; 

Grieve, and thec turn and go; 

They want full measure of all your pleasure, 

But  they do not heed your w x. 

Ce glad and your frie-ids are manv: 

Re sad m d  you lose them a11 

'Shere xre none to dechne w u r  nectarell wine, 

Rut alone yon mu\t drink Ilfe'5 gall. 

Feast, and vour hn!ls are crowded, 

Fast, and the wc~rlil goes 114: 

Succeed and give and it bt lpi  vou I~ve.  

Rut no mati can help you die 

'I here i5 room in tile halls of pleasure. 

For a large and lordly train: 

Hut one by one we must all file on, 

'Through the narrow I+ ot pain. 

Sc~~n&.-'She cand~date ,  march around [he room 

wh~le assemblage sings welcoming ode. 

[Candidates stop before Nomothete.] 

[Three raps o/ thegavel.] 
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pleted their novitiate, all members present will join 
in welcoming the candidates by giving them the 

"three times five" of our order. 

THREF,-II\IES-FIVE:Nom-Be faithful, be earnest, 

be  considerate, be slow to anger, be  forgiving. 

T h e  candidates will now assume the po4ion  of 
humility for thing work. 

Oh why should the sp i r~ t  of mortal be  proud? 

Like a swft fleeting meteor, a fast flying cloud, 

A flash of the Iightn~ng, a break o f t h e  wave 

Man passeth from Me to 111s rest in the grave. 

The Iraves of the oak and the \\.illow shall tade, 

Be scattered around and together be laid; 

And the young and the old, and the low and the 

high, 
Shall rnoulder to dust and together shall lie. 

l'he i ~ ~ t a n t  a mother attended and loved, 

l'he mother that infants affection who proved. 

The  husband that mother and infant who bltssed- 
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Each, all, are away to their dwelling of rest. 

The maid on whosr cheek, on whose brow itvwfuase 

eye, 

Shone beauty and pleasme-her triumphs are by; 

And the memory of those who loved her ahd 

praised 

Are alike from the minds of the living erased. 

The hand of the kmg that the scepter hath born; 

The brow ot the priest that the mitre hath worn; 

The eye of the sage and the heart of the brave 

Are hidden and lost in the depth of the gtave. 

The peasant whose lot was to sow and to reap; 

The herdsman who clirnbtd with his goats up the 
steep; 

The beggar who wandered in search of his btead, 

'Have faded away like the grass that we thread. 

The saint who enjoyed the communion of heaven; 
The sinner who dared to remain unforgiven; 

The wise and the foolish, the guilty and just, 

Have quietly mingled their bones in the dust. 

So the multitudes go like the flowers or the weed 
' ha t  withers away to let others succeed; 

SO the multitudes come, even those we behold, i 
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'I'o repeat every tale that has often been tdd.  

For we are the same our fathers have k e n ;  

W e  see the same stghts our fathers have seen; 

We drink the samz stream, and view the salne sun, 

And run the same course our fathers have run. 

'I'he thoughts we a e thtnkmg our tathers would 

think; 

Fro111 the death we are shrinking our fathers woutd 

shrmk. 

To the life we are clinging they also would cltng; 

But ~tspeeds for us all, ltke a bird on t h ~  w q .  


They loved, but the story we cannot unfold; 

They scorned, but the hear: of the haughty 15 cold; 

They grieved, but no wail from their slumbers wtll 

come; 

They joyed, but the tongue of their gladness is 

dumb. 

The; died! aye they died; and we things that ate 

IlOW, 

Who  walk on the turf that lies over their brow, 

Who make in their dwelling a transient abode, 

Meet the things that they meet on their pilgr~magt: 

road. 
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Yea, hope and desi~ondenry, pleasure and pain, 

We mingle together in sunshine and rain; 

And the smiles and the tears, the song and the 

dirge, 

Still follow each other, like surge upon surge. 

'?'is the wink o f a ~ l  eye, 'ti.; the draught of a 

breath. 

From the hlosso~n of health to the paleness of 

death 

From the gilded saloon to the bier and the shroud, 

Oh! why should the spirit of mortal I>e proud? 

You will  now repeat the folloxing after me: Oh 

my friends and brothers-help us to keep the path 

clear in m n t  of us-lest we in our haste-shall 

strike some obstacle-and help us 0 brethren-

to act and tnove promptlv-lest in tarrying-we may 

be stuck. 












